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LECTURE DISCUSSES AMAZING MIGRATING BUTTERFLIES
MISSOULA Monarch butterflies make spectacular migrations between their breeding areas in
Canada and the United States to wintering sites atop one set of mountain ridges in Mexico. A
lecture about these amazing creatures will be held Wednesday, Oct. 29, at The University of
Montana.
Lincoln Brower, a research professor at Virginia’s Sweet Briar College, will present
“Conservation Biology of the Monarch Butterfly” at 4 p.m. in the University Center Theater.
Refreshments will be served at 3:30 p.m ., and the event is free and open to the public.
The talk is the 2008 Endowed P.L. Wright Lecture in Conservation Biology.
Brower has studied many aspects of the biology of monarch butterflies for more than
50 years. He was instrumental in the discovery and protection of their wintering sites in
Mexico, devoting a large portion of his life to preserving an insect that weighs less than onefourth of dime.
He has worked with both Mexican and U.S. colleagues to study the migration of the
butterflies and has documented the deforestation of the Oyamel fir forests where they
overwinter. He also studies how the butterflies’ northern breeding ranges are threatened by
genetically modified crops.

“I’m really excited about this public lecture,” UM biology Professor Erick Greene
said. “Dr. Brower’s talk will weave together his sage knowledge of over a half a century of
research on the marvelously complex, beautiful and intriguing behaviors of the monarch
butterfly.”
For more information call Greene at 406-243-2179 or e-mail
erick.greene@mso.umt.edu.
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